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Abraham  Lincoln-A  Chronology 


1809 

Feb.  12.  “I  was  born  Feb.  12,  1809, 
in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky.”  The 
cabin  on  Nolin  River  was  three 
miles  south  of  present-day  Hodgen- 
ville  (now  in  LaRue  County). 

1811 

Spring.  Thomas  Lincoln  moves  his 
family  to  a  better  farm  of  230 
acres  on  Knob  Creek,  ten  miles 
north  and  six  miles  east  of 
Hodgenville. 

1815 

Autumn.  “Before  leaving  Kentucky  he 
[Abraham]  and  his  sister  were  sent 
for  short  periods,  to  A.B.C. 
schools.”  Later  in  Indiana  he  also 
“went  to  A.B.C.  schools  by  littles. 

.  .  .  The  ag[g]regate  of  all  his 
schooling  did  not  amount  to  one 
year.” 

1816 

Autumn.  “From  this  place  [Knob 
Creek  farm]  he  [Thomas  Lincoln] 
removed  to  what  is  now  Spencer 
county  Indiana.  ...  A.  then  being 
in  his  eig[h]th  year.” 


1817 

Feb.  Abraham  “took  an  early  start  as 
a  hunter  ...  a  flock  of  wild 
turkeys  approached  the  new  log- 
cabin  .  .  .  and  A.  .  .  .  shot  through 
a  crack,  and  killed  one  of  them.” 

1818 

Oct.  5.  Abraham’s  mother,  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  dies  of  milk  sick¬ 
ness. 

1819 

Dec.  2.  Abraham’s  father  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Bush 
Johnston  are  married  in  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  Kentucky. 

1825 

June  21.  The  names  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Lincoln  appear  on  Pigeon 
Creek  Baptist  Church  membership 
list.  Thomas  joined  by  letter, 
June  7,  1823. 

1828 

Jan.  20.  Lincoln’s  sister  Sarah,  who 
married  Aaron  Grigsby  Aug.  2, 
1826,  dies  in  childbirth  in  her 
twenty-first  year. 


This  cabin  in  Hodgenville,  Kentucky,  .is  en¬ 
shrined  as  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Lincoln's  first  home  in 
Macon  County,  Illinois. 


Text  compiled  by  the  late  Harry  E.  Pratt,  Illinois  State  Historian,  1950-1956. 


Abraham  Lincoln. 

Autumn.  ’‘When  he  [Abraham]  was 
nineteen,  still  residing  in  Indiana, 
he  made  his  first  trip  upon  a 
flat-boat  to  New  Orleans.” 

1830 

Mar.  1.  Thomas  Lincoln’s  family,  and 
the  families  of  Mrs.  Lincoln’s  two 
sons-in-law,  a  party  of  thirteen 
persons,  start  for  Illinois.  Abraham 
drives  one  of  the  ox-wagons. 

Mar.  15.  The  Lincoln  party  arrives 
at  Decatur,  Illinois,  and  Abraham’s 
father  establishes  a  new  home  eight 
miles  southwest  of  town  on  the 
Sangamon  River.  After  the  “deep 
snow”  of  the  winter  of  1830-1831 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  family  move 
to  Coles  County,  Illinois.  The  last 
of  their  four  homes  in  that  county 
is  now  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  State 
Park. 

1831 

March.  Lincoln  helps  build  a  flatboat 
at  Sangamo  Town,  seven  miles 
northwest  of  Springfield 


Blaclc  Hawk  portrait  painted  by 
Charles  Bird  King  in  1833. 


Apr. -July.  Lincoln  pilots  the  flatboat 
with  produce  of  Denton  Offutt  to 
New  Orleans  and  returns  to  New 
Salem,  eighteen  miles  northwest  of 
Springfield. 

Aug.  1.  Lincoln  casts  his  first  vote 
and  gains  a  reputation  as  a  story¬ 
teller;  and  a  month  later  becomes 
a  store  clerk. 


1832 

Mar.  9.  Lincoln  announces  his  can¬ 
didacy  for  the  legislature. 

Apr.  7.  Lincoln  is  elected  a  captain 
I  in  the  31st  Regiment  Illinois 

Militia. 

Apr.  21.  Lincoln  is  elected  captain 
of  a  volunteer  company  enlisted  for 
thirty  days  to  drive  Black  Hawk 
and  his  band  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River. 

May  27.  Lincoln  is  mustered  out  and 
re-enlists  as  a  private  in  Captain 
Elijah  lies’  company  for  twenty 
days. 

June  16.  Lincoln  re-enlists  for  thirty 
days  in  Captain  Jacob  M.  Early’s 
Independent  Spy  Corps. 

July  10.  Lincoln  writes  the  mustering 
out  roll  for  Captain  Early.  It  is 
certified  by  Lieutenant  Robert 
Anderson,  who  commanded  at  Fort 
Sumter  in  1861 . 


Aug.  6.  Lincoln  is  defeated  for  the 
legislature  in  today’s  election,  “the 
only  time  I  have  been  beaten  by 
the  people.”  He  runs  eighth  in  a 
field  of  thirteen  candidates. 

1833 

Jan.  15.  William  F.  Berry  and  Lincoln 
purchase  the  New  Salem  store 
formerly  owned  by  Reuben  Rad¬ 
ford,  but  they  go  “deeper  and 
deeper  in  debt.  .  .  .  The  store 
winked  out.” 

May  7.  Lincoln  is  appointed  post¬ 
master  of  New  Salem  by  President 
Jackson.  He  serves  until  the  post 
office  is  moved  to  Petersburg  on 
May  30,  1836. 

1834 

Jan.  6.  Lincoln’s  first  survey,  as  a 
deputy  surveyor  of  Sangamon 
County,  is  of  800  acres  for  Reason 
Shipley.  He  continues  his  survey¬ 
ing  until  the  end  of  1836. 

Aug.  4.  Lincoln  is  elected  one  of  four 
Sangamon  County  members  of  the 
lower  house  of  the  Illinois  General 


Captain  Lincoln — statue  at  Dixon 
executed  by  Leonard  Crunelle. 


Assembly.  He  is  re-elected  in  1836, 
1838  and  1840,  serving  until  the 
end  of  the  Twelfth  General  Assem¬ 
bly  March  1,  1841. 

Sept.  30.  Lincoln  makes  his  first  town 
survey,  New  Boston  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi.  In  1836  he  surveys  Peters¬ 
burg,  Huron,  Albany  and  Bath. 

Dec.  1.  Lincoln  takes  his  seat  in  the 
lower  house  of  the  Ninth  General 
Assembly  at  Vandalia. 

1835 

Aug.  25.  Lincoln’s  legendary  sweet¬ 
heart,  Ann  Rutledge,  dies  at  the 
farm  home  seven  miles  northwest 
of  New  Salem. 

1836 

Autumn.  Lincoln  begins  a  courtship 
of  Mary  Owens,  who  comes  to  New 
Salem  from  Kentucky  to  visit  her 
sister  Mrs.  Bennett  Abell.  In  an 
April  Fool’s  Day  letter  (1838)  he 
burlesques  the  unsuccessful  affair. 

1837 

Jan.-Feb.  Lincoln  and  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  “Long  Nine”  from 
Sangamon  County  cast  their  votes 
for  the  internal  improvements  bill, 
and  Lincoln’s  skill  gets  the  state 
capital  moved  from  Vandalia  to 
Springfield. 

Mar.  3.  Lincoln  and  Dan  Stone  enter 
their  protest  in  the  House  Journal 
against  the  anti-abolitionist  resolu¬ 
tions  adopted  on  January  20.  Their 
real  difference  from  the  House 
view  was  moral  —  the  injustice  of 
slavery. 

Apr.  15.  Lincoln,  admitted  to  the  bar 
March  1,  moves  to  Springfield, 
rooms  with  Joshua  F.  Speed,  and 
becomes  the  law  partner  of  John 
T.  Stuart  in  the  firm  of  Stuart  & 
Lincoln. 

1838 

Dec.  3.  Lincoln  is  beaten  for  speaker 
of  the  House  at  the  opening  of  the 
Eleventh  General  Assembly.  He  is 
again  beaten  in  the  Twelfth 
(1840).  He  serves  as  Whig  floor 
leader. 

1839 

June  24.  Lincoln  begins  a  term  as 
trustee  of  the  town  of  Springfield. 


He  serves  until  the  new  city  charter 
goes  into  effect  in  April,  1840. 

July  4.  By  order  of  Governor  Thomas 
Carlin,  the  state  government  is 
moved  from  Vandalia  to  Spring- 
field. 

Sept.  23.  Lincoln  begins  practice  on 
the  newly  organized  Eighth  Judi¬ 
cial  Circuit.  He  continues  to  attend 
these  courts  until  his  nomination 
for  the  presidency. 

Oct.  8.  Lincoln  is  chosen  one  of  the 
presidential  electors  by  the  Whig 
convention.  He  is  likewise  honored 
in  1844,  1852  and  1856. 

Dec.  3.  Lincoln  is  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court 
by  Judge  Nathaniel  Pope. 

1840 

Dec.  5.  Lincoln  and  two  other  Whigs 
jump  from  the  window  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Springfield, 
where  the  House  is  in  special  ses¬ 
sion.  They  choose  the  easiest  exit 
in  the  confusion  following  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  House  sine  die.  This 
forces  resumption  of  specie  pay¬ 
ments  by  the  Illinois  State  Bank, 
a  result  which  the  Whigs  do  not 
want  but  which  comes  about 
because  their  presence  completes  a 
quorum.  The  regular  session  of  the 
legislature  begins  in  the  new  capi- 
tol  on  Dec.  7. 

1841 

Jan.  1.  Lincoln  calls  this  “the  fatal 
1st  of  Jan’y.  1841,”  when  an  emo¬ 
tional  crisis  upsets  his  relations 
with  Mary  Todd,  and  causes  him 
acute  mental  anguish. 

April  14.  The  partnership  of  Stuart 
&  Lincoln  is  dissolved  and  Lincoln 
becomes  the  junior  partner  of 
Stephen  T.  Logan. 

Aug. -Sept.  Lincoln  visits  three  weeks 
with  his  intimate  friend  Joshua 
Speed  at  Farmington,  Speed’s  home 
near  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

1842 

Sept.  22.  Lincoln’s  proposed  duel  with 
James  Shields  is  averted  when, 
without  Shields’  knowledge,  his 
friends  withdraw  his  note  to  Lin¬ 
coln  and  read  Lincoln’s  apology. 
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Nov.  4.  Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd  are 
married  in  the  evening  at  the 
home  of  her  brother-in-law,  Ninian 
W.  Edwards,  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Dresser,  minister  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

1843 

Aug.  1.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  first 
child  of  the  Lincolns,  is  born  at 
the  Globe  Tavern,  where  they  are 
then  residing. 

1844 

May  2.  The  Lincolns  move  from  a 
cottage  on  South  Fourth  Street 
into  the  house  at  Eighth  and  Jack- 
son  streets,  their  home  until  they 
go  to  the  White  House. 

Oct.  30.  Lincoln  speaks  at  Rockport, 
Indiana,  near  his  boyhood  home, 
at  the  close  of  his  campaign  tour 
of  southern  Illinois,  Kentucky  and 
Indiana,  for  Henry  Clay. 

Dec.  9.  William  H.  Herndon  is  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar.  The  firm  of 
Lincoln  &  Herndon  is  organized 
soon  afterward. 

1846 

A  far.  10.  Edward  Baker  Lincoln,  sec- 


This  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  photo¬ 
graphs  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  done  by 
Mathew  B.  Brady. 


The  Lincoln  home  in  Springfield  before  it  was  remodeled  in  1856 — an  artist's  conception. 


-  v. 


Willie  and  Tad  Lincoln 
with  Lockwood  Todd, 
cousin  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 


ond  child  of  the  Lincolns,  is  born 
and  named  for  Edward  Dickinson 
Baker,  a  friend  and  political 
associate. 

Aug.  3.  Lincoln  is  the  only  Whig 
among  seven  congressmen  in  Illi¬ 
nois  elected  today.  His  majority  of 
1,511  votes  over  the  Rev.  Peter 
Cartwright  is  unprecedented. 

1847 

Oct.  25.  The  Lincolns  and  their  two 
boys  start  for  Washington  by  way 
of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln’s  girlhood 
home,  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

Dec.  6.  Lincoln  takes  his  seat  in  the 
Thirtieth  Congress,  the  only  con¬ 
gress  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Dec.  22.  Lincoln  presents  a  series  of 
resolutions  requesting  President 
Polk  to  inform  the  House  whether 
the  “spot”  where  American  blood 
was  first  shed  in  the  Mexican  War 
was  not  within  territory  claimed  by 
Mexico. 


1848 

June  7-9.  Lincoln  attends  his  first 
national  Whig  convention,  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  is  pleased  with  the 
nomination  of  General  Zachary 
Taylor  for  president. 

Sept.  12-22.  Lincoln  concludes  a  sum¬ 
mer  of  campaign  labor  in  and 
around  Washington  with  a  ten-day 
speaking  tour  in  New  England. 

1849 

Jan.  10.  Lincoln  reads  in  Congress  a 
draft  of  a  bill  for  compensated 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  “Finding  that  I  was 
abandoned  by  my  former  backers 
and  having  little  personal  influ¬ 
ence,”  he  never  formally  introduces 
the  bill. 

Mar.  7-8.  Lincoln  is  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
and  makes  his  only  appearance 
before  the  court,  in  Lewis  v.  Lewis. 


L 
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Edward  Baker  Lincoln's  tombstone.  This 
marker  was  uncovered  on  August  13,  1954 
in  the  Edwards  lot  in  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery 
by  Arnold  Kugler,  William  A.  Steiger  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Pratt. 

The  opinion  rendered  by  Chief 
Justice  Roger  B.  Taney  is  unfavor¬ 
able  to  Lincoln’s  contentions. 

Mar.  10.  Lincoln  applies  for  a  patent 
on  “a  new  and  improved  manner 
of  combining  adjustable  buoyant 
chambers  with  steam  boats  or  other 
vessels.”  The  patent  is  granted  on 
May  22. 

June  21.  Lincoln  fails  to  get  the 
appointment  as  commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  for  which 
he  has  made  a  special  trip  to 
Washington. 

Aug.  21.  Lincoln  declines  appointment 
as  secretary  of  Oregon  Territory. 
Sept.  27.  Lincoln  declines  appointment 
as  governor  of  Oregon  Territory. 

1850 

Feb.  1.  Edward  Baker  Lincoln  dies 
after  being  “sick  fifty- two  days.” 
Dec.  21.  William  Wallace  Lincoln, 
third  son  of  the  Lincolns,  is  born. 

1851 

Jan.  1 7 .  Lincoln’s  father,  Thomas, 


born  in  Virginia  in  1778,  dies  in 
Coles  County,  Illinois. 

1852 

July  6.  Lincoln  delivers  a  eulogy  on 
Henry  Clay,  his  “beau  ideal”  of 
a  statesman. 

Aug.  14.  Lincoln  opens  his  speaking 
campaign  for  Winfield  Scott  for 
president  with  an  attack  upon 
Stephen  A.  Douglas’  speech  at 
Richmond,  Virginia. 

1853 

Apr.  4.  Thomas  (Tad)  Lincoln,  fourth 
son  of  the  Lincolns,  is  born. 

1854 

May  30.  The  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  is 
signed.  Lincoln  writes  in  1859: 
“From  1849  to  1854,  both  inclu¬ 
sive,  practiced  law  more  assidu¬ 
ously  than  ever  before.  ...  I  was 
losing  interest  in  politics,  when  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise 
aroused  me  again.” 

Oct.  16.  Lincoln  delivers  at  Peoria  one 
of  his  first  great  speeches  —  on 
“the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com¬ 
promise,  and  the  propriety  of  its 
restoration.”  He  had  delivered  sub¬ 
stantially  the  same  speech  in 
Bloomington  on  Sept.  12  and  in 
Springfield  on  Oct.  4. 

Nov.  7 .  Lincoln  is  elected  to  the  Illi¬ 
nois  legislature.  He  declines  the 
office  on  November  27  in  order  to 
become  a  candidate  for  the  U.  S. 
Senate. 

1855 

Feb.  8.  Lincoln  fails  of  election  to  the 
U.  S.  Senate.  To  forestall  election 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  Joel 
A.  Matteson  he  throws  his  votes 
to  Lyman  Trumbull  to  elect  him 
on  the  tenth  ballot. 

1856 

Feb.  22.  Lincoln  attends  a  convention 
of  anti-Nebraska  editors  at  De¬ 
catur.  He  is  instrumental  in  the 
adoption  of  a  statement  of  princi¬ 
ples  on  which  all  factions  of  anti- 
Nebraska  men  can  agree. 

Spring.  The  Lincoln  home  is  enlarged 
from  a  story  and  a  half  to  two  full 
stories  by  Hannan  &  Ragsdale  at  a 
cost  of  $1,300. 
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May  29.  Lincoln  delivers  his  famous 
‘‘Lost  Speech”  at  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  Party  at  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Illinois.  A  presidential  elec¬ 
tor  for  the  fourth  time,  he  “made 
over  fifty  speeches”  during  the 
campaign. 

June  19.  Lincoln  receives  110  votes  on 
the  informal  ballot  for  vice- 
president  at  the  first  Republican 
National  Convention  at  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Aug.  27.  Lincoln  makes  his  only 
speech  in  Michigan,  for  Fremont, 
to  a  crowd  of  10,000  at  Kalamazoo. 

Dec.  1.  Lincoln  presides  over  the  San¬ 
gamon  County  Circuit  Court  in  the 
absence  of  Judge  David  Davis.  Jn 
five  years  he  presides  on  seven 
occasions  in  four  different  counties. 

1857 

June  26.  Lincoln  delivers  in  Spring- 
field  his  first  major  speech  against 
the  Dred  Scott  decision.  He  main¬ 
tains  that  it  was  “erroneous,”  and 
urges  that  it  not  be  accepted  as  a 
precedent. 

Aug.  12.  Lincoln  receives  his  largest 
legal  fee,  $5,000,  for  winning  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  Railroad  v.  County  of 


McLean  in  the  state  Supreme 
Court. 

1858 

Apr.  6.  Lincoln  delivers  for  the  first 
time  his  lecture  on  “Discoveries 
and  Inventions,”  in  Centre  Hall  in 
Bloomington.  He  delivers  a  second 
address  on  the  same  subject  at 
Jacksonville  (Feb.  11,  1859),  De¬ 
catur  (Feb. — ,  1859),  Springfield 
(Feb.  21,  1859,  April  26,  1860) 
and  Pontiac  (Jan.  27,  1860). 

May  7.  Lincoln  clears  “Duff”  Arm¬ 
strong,  the  son  of  his  old  New 
Salem  friend  Jack  Armstrong,  of 
the  charge  of  murder,  in  the  circuit 
court  at  Beardstown.  He  uses  an 
almanac  in  discrediting  the  state’s 
star  witness. 

June  16.  “Abraham  Lincoln  is  the  first 
and  only  choice  of  the  Republicans 
of  Illinois  for  the  United  States 
Senate.”  Lincoln  accepts  the  nomi¬ 
nation  and  delivers  the  famous 
“House  Divided”  speech  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  statehouse  (present 
Sangamon  County  Courthouse). 

Aug.  21.  The  first  Lincoln-Douglas 
debate  is  held  at  Ottawa.  Subse¬ 
quent  debates  are  held  at  Freeport 


Abraham  Lincoln  opened  the  fourth  of  the  series  of  debates  at  Charleston  on 
September  18,  1858,  before  a  crowd  of  15,000.  Robert  Marshall  Root  used  photo¬ 
graphs  to  obtain  good  likenesses  of  thirteen  prominent  figures  in  his  painting 
which  hangs  in  the  Capitol  at  Springfield.  From  left  to  right,  starting  with 
Orlando  B.  Ficklin  (folded  hands),  they  are:  Ficklin,  Dr.  William  M.  Chambers, 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Horace  White,  Robert  R.  Hitt,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Henry 
Binmore,  James  T.  Cunningham,  James  B.  Sheridan,  Usher  F.  Linder,  Henry  P.  H. 
Bromwell,  Elisha  Linder,  Richard  J.  Oglesby. 


(Aug.  27),  Jonesboro  (Sept.  15), 
Charleston  (Sept.  18),  Galesburg 
(Oct.  7),  Quincy  (Oct.  13)  and 
Alton  (Oct.  15).  Lincoln  makes 
at  least  63  speeches  during  his 
campaign  which  began  in  Chicago 
on  July  10. 

Nov.  2.  Lincoln  gets  a  majority  of  the 
votes,  but  the  gerrymandered  legis¬ 
lative  districts  give  Douglas  his 
re-election  to  the  U.  S.  Senate. 
Lincoln  writes  to  a  disheartened 
friend:  “Quit  that.  You  will  soon 
feel  better.  Another  ‘blow-up’  is 
coming;  and  we  shall  have  fun 
again.” 

1859 

Sept.  16-17.  Lincoln  speaks  twice  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  in  Dayton, 
Hamilton  and  Cincinnati. 

Sept.  30.  Lincoln  addresses  the  Wis¬ 
consin  State  Fair  at  Milwaukee. 
He  makes  a  political  speech  there 
in  the  evening,  and  in  Beloit  and 
Janesville  the  day  following. 

D  ec.  1-3.  Lincoln  speaks  in  Kansas,  at 
El  wood,  Troy,  Doniphan,  Atchison 
and  Leavenworth  a  few  days  before 
the  territorial  election. 

Dec.  20.  Lincoln  sends  his  autobi¬ 
ography  to  Jesse  W.  Fell.  “If  any 
thing  be  made  out  of  it,  I  wish  it 
to  be  modest.” 

1860 

Feb.  27.  Lincoln  delivers  his  famous 
Cooper  Union  Address  in  New 
York  City,  which  is  printed  in  full 
by  the  New  York  Tribune. 

Feb.  28.  Lincoln  begins  a  two-weeks 
speaking  tour  of  New  England.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  eleven  speeches  is 
one  at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire, 
where  Robert  Lincoln  is  attending 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy. 

May  9-10.  Lincoln  attends  the  State 
Republican  Convention  at  Decatur. 
The  convention  instructs  the  Illi¬ 
nois  delegation  for  Lincoln  the 
“Rail  Splitter”  for  president. 

May  18.  Lincoln  is  nominated  for 
President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  third  ballot  at  the  Republican 
National  Convention  in  Chicago. 
Hannibal  Hamlin  of  Maine  is 
nominated  for  vice-president. 


July.  Robert  Lincoln  enrolls  in  Har¬ 
vard  University.  Graduating  in 
1864,  he  becomes  a  captain  on 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant’s  staff. 

Oct.  19.  Lincoln  replies  to  a  letter 
from  eleven-year-old  Grace  Bedell 
of  Westfield,  New  York:  “As  to 
the  whiskers,  having  never  worn 
any,  do  you  not  think  people  would 
call  it  a  piece  of  silly  affection  if  I 
were  to  begin  it  now?”  But  he 
soon  became  the  first  bearded 
president. 

Nov.  6.  Lincoln  is  the  first  Republican 
to  be  elected  President  of  the 
United  States,  defeating  Douglas 
(Northern  Democrat),  John  C. 
Breckinridge  (Southern  Democrat), 
and  John  Bell  (Constitutional 
Unionist) . 

Dec.  20.  South  Carolina  is  the  first 
state  to  secede. 

1861 

Jan.  31.  Lincoln  goes  to  Coles  County 
to  visit  his  aged  stepmother. 

Feb.  4.  Representatives  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama, 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana  meet  in 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  form  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 
Texas,  which  had  also  seceded,  is 
not  represented.  Jefferson  Davis  is 
elected  president  and  Alexander 
H.  Stephens  vice-president. 

Feb.  11.  Lincoln  delivers  his  “Farewell 
Address”  to  the  people  of  Spring- 
field  at  the  Great  Western  Railroad 
station. 

Feb.  23.  Lincoln  arrives  secretly  in 
Washington  after  a  twelve-day  trip 
and  many  public  appearances  and 
speeches. 

Mar.  4.  Lincoln  is  inaugurated  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Apr.  12-14.  Fort  Sumter  is  attacked, 
and  after  thirty-four  hours  of  bom¬ 
bardment,  surrenders  to  the  Con¬ 
federate  forces  and  is  evacuated. 

Apr.  15.  Lincoln  convenes  an  extra 
session  of  Congress  to  m^et  on 
July  4,  and  calls  for  75,000  vol¬ 
unteers.  As  a  result  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee  and  Arkansas 
secede.  The  Confederate  capital  is 
soon  moved  to  Richmond,  Virginia. 
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General  Henry  W.  Halleck 


General  Winfield  Scoff 


General  George  B.  McClellan 


Apr.  19,  27.  Lincoln  -  proclaims  a 

blockade  of  the  Confederate  states 
from  Virginia  to  Texas. 

May  3.  By  proclamation  Lincoln  calls 
for  42,034  three-year  volunteers, 
22,714  additional  men  for  the 
regular  army  and  18,000  for  the 
Navy. 

May  24.  Northern  troops  take  over 
Alexandria  and  the  Virginia 
heights,  and  begin  the  string  of 
forts  to  protect  Washington.  Colo¬ 
nel  E.  E.  Ellsworth,  a  former 
student  in  Lincoln’s  law  office,  is 
the  first  officer  killed  in  the  war. 

June  3.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  dies  in 
Chicago  at  the  age  of  forty-eight. 
His  stirring  address  in  Springfield, 
April  25,  had  united  Illinois  and 
encouraged  thousands  to  enter  the 
Union  Army. 

July  2.  Lincoln  suspends  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York.  On  May  10  he  had 
done  this  for  a  portion  of  the 
Florida  coast. 

July  21.  The  President,  Congress  and 
the  North  are  shocked  by  the 
defeat  of  General  Irvin  McDowell’s 
army  at  Bull  Run. 

July  22.  Congress  votes  $500,000,000 
to  support  the  war,  and  gives  Lin¬ 
coln  war  powers. 

July  27.  Lincoln  brings  General 
George  B.  McClellan  to  Washing¬ 


ton  to  command  all  the  forces  there 
and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Sept.  11.  Lincoln  revokes  Fremont's 
emancipation  proclamation,  thus 
bringing  a  storm  of  abuse  from  the 
anti-slavery  faction. 

Nov.  1.  General  Winfield  Scott’s  resig¬ 
nation  is  accepted  and  McClellan 
is  made  general-in-chief. 

Nov.  8.  Mason  and  Slidell,  Confed¬ 
erate  commissioners  to  Great 
Britain  and  France,  are  seized  on 
the  British  steamer  Trent. 

Dec.  10.  Congress  resolves  on  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
war. 

Dec.  28.  The  surrender  of  Mason  and 
Slidell  to  the  British  authorities  is 
ordered  by  the  government. 

1862 

Jan.  13.  Lincoln  sends  Simon  Camer¬ 
on  as  minister  to  Russia,  and  re¬ 
places  him  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton 
as  Secretary  of  War. 

Feb.  6,  16.  Fort  Henry  on  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  and  Fort  Donelson 
on  the  Cumberland  are  taken  by 
forces  under  General  Grant,  the 
first  important  victories  of  Northern 
armies. 

Feb.  20.  William  Wallace  Lincoln, 
eleven-year-old  son  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  dies.  His  death  and  the  ill- 
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ness  of  his  younger  brother,  Tad, 
prostrate  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

Mar.  8-9.  The  Confederate  ironclad 
Merrimac  destroys  the  Northern 
ships  in  Hampton  Roads,  but 
Union  ironclad  Monitor  forces  it 
to  retire. 

Apr.  2.  McClellan  arrives  at  Fortress 
Monroe  to  begin  a  four-months 
campaign  on  the  Virginia  Penin¬ 
sula. 

Apr.  6-7.  The  Confederate  attack  at 
Pittsburg  Landing  or  Shiloh,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  is  repulsed  with  serious 
losses  by  both  armies. 

Apr.  25.  New  Orleans  is  captured  by 
Northern  naval  expedition  under 
Admiral  David  G.  Farragut."* 

May  15.  Lincoln  approves  the  act 
establishing  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

May  20.  Lincoln  signs  the  Homestead 
Law,  which  grants  a  quarter  sec¬ 
tion  of  unoccupied  land  to  home¬ 
steaders  on  payment  of  nominal 
fees  after  five  years  of  actual 
residence. 

June  20.  Slavery  is  prohibited  in  the 
territories  by  act  of  Congress. 


July  1.  Lincoln  approves  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  charter. 

July  2.  The  Morrill  Agricultural  Col¬ 
lege  Land  Grant  Act  becomes  a 
law.  Battles  of  the  Seven  Days 

culminate  in  the  retreat  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

July  11.  Lincoln  appoints  Henry  W. 
Halleck  general-in-chief. 

July  17.  Congress  authorizes  a  draft 
of  state  militia,  and  empowers  the 
President  to  accept  Negroes  for 

military  and  naval  service. 

Aug.  22.  In  reply  to  criticism  of 

administration  policy  by  Horace 
Greeley,  Lincoln  writes:  “My  para¬ 
mount  object  in  this  struggle  is  to 
save  the  Union,  and  is  not  either 
to  save  or  to  destroy  slavery.” 

Aug.  30.  Northern  forces  under  Gen¬ 
eral  John  Pope  are  defeated  at 

Bull  Run. 

Sept.  2.  Lincoln  removes  Pope  and 
places  McClellan  in  command  of 
all  troops  around  Washington. 

Sept.  17.  McClellan  stops  General 
Robert  E.  Lee’s  Northern  invasion 
in  the  Battle  of  Antietam  or 
Sharpsburg,  Maryland. 


This  photograph  was  taken  on  October  2,  1862,  when  Lincoln  visited 
General  George  B.  McClellan  at  his  headquarters  in  Antietam,  Md. 


Sept.  22.  President  Lincoln  issues  pre¬ 
liminary  proclamation  of  emanci¬ 
pation  of  slaves  of  rebels,  to  take 
effect  January  1,  1863. 

Sept.  24.  Lincoln  suspends  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  for  all  persons 
arrested  by  military  authority. 

Oct.  1-4.  Lincoln  visits  McClellan's 
army  and  the  battlefield  of  Antie- 
tam. 

Dec.  13.  The  army  of  the  Potomac 
under  command  of  General  Am¬ 
brose  E.  Burnside  is  defeated  at 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 

D  ec.  31.  Lincoln  reluctantly  approves 
the  bill  admitting  West  Virginia 
to  the  Union. 

1863 

Jan.  1.  Lincoln  issues  the  Emancipa¬ 
tion  Proclamation  whereby  slaves  in 
areas  held  by  Confederates  are 
declared  free. 

Feb.  25.  Congress  establishes  a  nation¬ 
al  currency;  the  National  Bank 
Act  is  passed. 

Mar.  3.  Lincoln  approves  the  first 
draft  law  in  the  nation’s  history. 

Apr.  4-10.  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lincoln  and 
Tad  visit  the  headquarters  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  commanded 
by  General  Joseph  Hooker. 

May  2-4.  The  army  under  Hooker  is 
defeated  at  Chancellorsville,  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

July  1-3.  The  Confederate  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania  under  Lee  is  defeated 
by  General  George  G.  Meade  at 
Gettysburg. 

July  4.  The  long  siege  of  Vicksburg 
by  Grant  results  in  the  surrender 
of  the  Confederates  under  General 
John  C.  Pemberton. 

Sept.  20.  The  Northern  defeat  at 
Chickamauga  is  offset  on  Nov.  25 
by  victory  at  Chattanooga. 

Nov.  19.  Lincoln  delivers  his  dedica¬ 
tory  address  at  the  Gettysburg 
Cemetery. 

Nov.  26.  The  first  national  observance 
of  Thanksgiving  is  held,  as  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  President  Oct.  3. 

Dec.  8.  Lincoln  issues  a  proclamation 
of  amnesty  to  Confederates  who 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 


1864 

Mar.  10.  The  President  appoints  Ulys¬ 
ses  S.  Grant,  who  had  become  a 
lieutenant  general  on  March  2, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  armies. 

May  5-12.  Grant  and  Lee  are  in  con¬ 
stant  battle  in  the  Virginia  Wilder¬ 
ness. 

June  7.  The  National  Union  Conven¬ 
tion  at  Baltimore  renominates 
Lincoln  for  president;  Andrew 
Johnson  of  Tennessee  is  nominated 
for  vice-president. 

June  20-24.  Lincoln  visits  Grant’s 
army  in  Virginia. 

June  28.  Congress  repeals  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law. 

July  4.  Lincoln  pocket  vetoes  the 
drastic  congressional  reconstruction 
bill. 

Sept.  2.  General  William  T.  Sherman 
takes  Atlanta,  a  Northern  victory 
which,  with  that  of  Farragut  at 
Mobile  Bay  on  August  5,  insures 
Lincoln’s  re-election.  Invasion  of 
eastern  Tennessee,  long  sought  by 
Lincoln,  becomes  a  reality  with  the 
occupation  of  Knoxville. 

Nov.  8.  Lincoln  is  re-elected  president 
in  an  easy  victory  over  McClellan, 
the  Democratic  candidate. 

Nov.  21.  Lincoln  writes  a  letter  of 
sympathy  to  Mrs.  Lydia  Bixby, 
who  he  was  incorrectly  informed 
had  lost  five  sons  in  battle. 

D  ec.  10.  Sherman’s  march  “from  At¬ 
lanta  to  the  sea”  concludes  at 
Savannah,  Georgia,  which  surren¬ 
ders  on  December  21. 

1865 

Feb.  1.  Lincoln  approves  the  Thir¬ 
teenth  Amendment,  abolishing  slav¬ 
ery. 

Feb.  3.  Lincoln  confers  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Confederacy  on 
board  the  River  Queen  in  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Mar.  3.  The  Freedman’s  Bureau  is 
established  by  Congress  to  care  for 
the  Negroes. 

Mar.  4.  Lincoln  is  re-inaugurated  and 
delivers  his  Second  Inaugural 
Address,  “with  malice  toward 
none;  with  charity  for  all.” 
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General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  General  Robert  E.  Lee 


Mar.  5.  The  first  Negro  entertained  at 
the  White  House  is  Frederick 
Douglass. 

Mar.  23- Apr.  6.  Lincoln  visits  Grant’s 
army  at  City  Point,  Virginia. 

Apr.  4-5.  Lincoln  goes  to  see  the  ruins 
of  the  evacuated  city  of  Richmond. 

Apr.  9.  Lee  surrenders  to  Grant  at 
Appomattox  Court  House,  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Apr.  11.  Lincoln  delivers  his  last 
speech,  from  a  window  of  the 
White  House,  in  response  to  a 

serenade. 

Apr.  14.  Lincoln  is  shot  at  Ford’s 
Theatre  by  the  actor  John  Wilkes 
Booth. 

Apr.  15.  Abraham  Lincoln  dies  at 
7:22  a.m.  and  the  country  goes 
into  mourning. 

Apr.  19.  Funeral  services  for  President 
Lincoln  are  held  in  the  White 
House. 

Apr.  21 -May  3.  The  funeral  train 
bears  the  remains  of  Lincoln  on 
the  journey  to  Springfield,  Illinois. 

May  4.  Lincoln  is  buried  in  Oak 
Ridge  Cemetery  on  the  north  edge 
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of  Springfield.  He  leaves  a  net 
estate  of  $110,296.80,  exclusive  of 
real  estate,  to  his  widow  and  two 
surviving  children.  Lincoln’s  body 
is  moved  from  the  public  receiv¬ 
ing  vault  on  December  21,  1865 
to  the  temporary  vault,  and  on 
September  19,  1871  to  a  crypt  in 
the  partially  completed  monument. 


July  14,  1870.  Congress  grants  Mrs. 
Lincoln  an  annual  pension  of 
$3,000.  On  January  16,  1882,  it 
is  increased  to  $5,000,  plus  a  gift 
of  $15,000. 

July  15,  1871.  “Tad”  Lincoln  dies  of 
dropsy  of  the  chest,  in  Chicago.  He 
is  buried  in  the  Lincoln  Tomb  in 
Springfield. 

Oct.  15,  1874.  The  National  Lincoln 
Monument  Association,  organized 
May  11,  1865,  dedicates  the  par¬ 
tially  completed  Lincoln  Tomb  de¬ 
signed  by  Larkin  G.  Mead,  Jr. 
President  Ulysses  S.  Grant  speaks 
briefly;  Ex-Governor  Richard  J. 
Oglesby  gives  the  principal  address. 

Nov.  7,  1876.  An  attempt  to  steal 


Lincoln's  body  is  made  by  three 
men.  Frightened  away  from  the 
Tomb  by  secret  service  men.  they 
are  apprehended  in  Chicago,  tried 
in  Springfield  for  burglary,  and 
sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for 
one  year. 

July  16,  1882.  Mrs.  Lincoln  dies  in 
the  Springfield  home  of  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Ninian  W.  Edwards,  where 
Lincoln  courted  and  married  her. 
She  is  buried  in  the  Lincoln  Tomb 
with  her  husband  and  three  of 
their  four  sons. 

June  16,  1887.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
and  his  wife  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln 
present  the  Lincoln  home  in 
Springfield  to  the  State  of  Illinois. 


The  first  floor  has  since  been  open 
to  the  public,  visited  by  more 
than  a  third  of  a  million  people 
annually.  The  second  floor  was  re¬ 
stored  and  opened  to  the  public 
Feb.  12,  1955. 

July  26,  1926.  Robert  Lincoln  dies 
and  is  buried  in  Arlington  National 
Cemetery.  Five  years  earlier  he 
had  left  18,350  items  of  his  father’s 
papers  on  deposit  in  the  Library  of 
Congress,  not  to  be  open  to  the 
public  for  twenty-one  years  after 
his  death  (July  26,  1947). 

June  17,  1931.  The  remodeled  Lincoln 
Tomb  is  rededicated  by  President 
Herbert  Hoover.  It  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  rebuilt  in  1900-1901. 


Lincoln  funeral  train  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Here 
Mr.  Lincoln's  body  lay  in  state  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Capitol  April  21  and  22. 

Right,  the  first  burial  vault  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  (1865)  in  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery 
in  Springfield. 


THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS — These  are  the  remarks  made  by 
President  Lincoln  at  the  dedication  of  the  National  Cemetery  at 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  November  19,  1863. 


Four  score  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this 
continent ,  a  new  nation ,  conceived  in  Liberty ,  and  dedicated  to  the 
proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that  nation, 
or  any  nation  so  conceived,  and  so  dedicated,  can  long  endure.  W e  are 
met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that  war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a 
portion  of  that  field,  as  a  final  resting  place  for  those  who  here  gave  their 
lives,  that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that 
we  should  do  this. 

But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  can  not  dedicate  —  we  can  not  consecrate 
—  we  can  not  hallow  —  this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead, 
who  struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it,  far  above  our  poor  power  to 
add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we 
say  here,  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the 
living,  rather,  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work  which  they  who 
fought  here,  have  thus  far,  so  nobly  advanced.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be 
here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us  —  that  from  these 
honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they 
here  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion  —  that  we  here  highly  resolve 
that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain  —  that  this  nation,  under 
God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom — and  that,  government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 
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